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ASSEMBLY 
JANUARY 23, 1998 
Founders Day Assembly 
The annual observance of 
Founders Day honors a man 
who "put the cause of osteopathic 
medicine above personal 
considerations." That man 
was Oscar John Snyder, BS, MS, DO, 
co-founder of the College 
and PCOM's first president, who 
remained with the College 
for 42 years as adviser and 
member of the board of trustees. 
He was instrumental in obtaining 
the Commonwealth's legal recognition 
of the College and the osteopathic 
profession through establishing the 
high standards of osteopathic 
medical education. 
Program 
Introductions 
Kenneth J. Veit, DO, '76 
Dean 
Invocation 
and 
The Pledge of Allegiance 
Kathleen Schaeffer, '00 
Student Council, First Vice President 
Welcome and Introduction 
of the 
O.J. Snyder 
Memorial Medal Recipient 
Leonard H. Finkelstein, DO, '59 
President and CEO 
Address 
Robert M. Fogel, DO 
Class of 1958 
Benediction 
Galen S. Young, Sr., DO, '35 
Chancellor 
The 0 . .!. Snyder Afemort"a! 111eda! wd! he pre.tented to Dr. Fo_qe! at the 
FowzrJer.t Day/A!umn£ Dinner Dance 
on January 24, 1998. 
Robert M. Fogel, DO 
Class of 1958 
Nearly a century since its founding by O.J. 
Snyder and Mason Wiley Pressly, Philadelphia 
College of Osteopathic Medicine bestows its high-
est award on an alumnus who has devoted his life to 
teaching medical students: Robert M. Fogel, DO, 
PCOM chairman and professor of pathology. 
Dr. Fogel, who considers himself a "servant for 
the students," has had a tremendous impact on 
students in his five years at PCOl\1. His influence 
will surely increase with his recent appointment to 
full-time chairman and professor. 
His dynamic, coherent teaching style and vast medical knowledge 
have made Dr. Fogel one of the most respected professors on campus. 
Students voted him "Teacher of the Year" three years in a row: 1994, 
1995 and 1996. 
Dr. Fogel has been teaching since 1969. He served as chairman and 
professor of clinical pathology at the University of 1\ledicine and 
Dentistry of New Jersey (U MDNJ) - School of Osteopathic 
lYledicine for the past 14 years. He is a five-time recipient of 
UMDNJ's "Excellence in Teaching Award ." 
He also received teaching awards from the graduating clac;ses of 
both Kansas City College of Osteopathic l\ledicine and Oklahoma 
College of Osteopathic lVledicine. A fellovv of the American 
Osteopathic College of Pathologists, he received the group's 
"Distinguished Service Award" in 1997. 
"Teaching is an art form," explains Dr. Fogel. "It's a little bit acting 
and creating a stage presence. It's also a way to give yoUI self to others. 
I consider teaching my gift to the students." He says he adopted the 
teaching style of former PCOlVl professor and past O.J. Snyder 
lVlemoriallYledal recipient Edwin Cressman, DO, who "taught stu -
dents to think, not memorize." 
A transformation 
Dr. Fogel, who grew up in North Philadelphia, attended Central 
High School in Philadelphia. The experience transformed the young 
man. "At Central, poor kids were inspired to dream and become larger 
than we were," remembers Or. Fogel. "Reading the great books and 
meeting great men opened up a whole new world and gave me hope 
for the future." Dr. Fogel excelled in high school, graduating at age 16. 
He attended college at Temple University in Philadelphia, finishing 
in just two years. While there, Dr. Fogel decided to become an osteo-
pathic physician. He was influenced by his family physician - a DO -
} 
) 
and his brother Sidney, who entered PCOM three years before him. 
After graduating from PCOM, Dr. Fogel served an internship at 
Oklahoma Osteopathic Hospital. He then practiced family medicine in 
an Oklahoma country town, population 500. In three years, he saw 
everything from stroke, heart disease and meningitis to airplane and 
tractor accidents. "I was only 24 years old when I went there, so I was 
very young, green and inexperienced," he recalls. "But I grew up." 
The ultimate answer 
Wanting to pursue a specialty, Dr. Fogel chose pathology, calling it 
"the ultimate answer." He completed a three-year pathology residency 
program at Detroit Osteopathic Hospital. For the next 19 years, he 
served as director of laboratories and chief pathologist at Oklahoma 
Osteopathic Hospital, and as a consultant at numerous other hospitals. 
In 1972, he was named "Doctor of the Year" by the Oklahoma 
Osteopathic Association. In addition to teaching at the Oklahoma, 
Kansas City and Kirksville colleges of osteopathic medicine, he was an 
instructor at the University of Tulsa and Oklahoma University College 
of 1\'ledicine. 
In 1984, Dr. Fogel headed back east to serve as chairman and 
professor of clinical pathology at Cl\rlDNJ- School of Osteopathic 
1\ledicine in Stratford, NJ. In 1993, he was appointed PC01vl 
chairman and professor of pathology. On January 1, 1998, he left 
his post at Ul\'lDNJ to join PCOl\l full-time. 
His role has been expanded to include areas such as curriculum 
development and training interns and residents. "I'm excited to join 
PCOJ\'l's family full-time," he says. "There 's a togetherness among 
students and sense of family that isn't found everywhere." 
To Dr. Fogel, the future of PCOl\l and the osteopathic profession 
are very bright. "What DOs have endorsed from the beginning has 
been proven correct - the innate healing of the body, treating the 
whole person and the importance of physical medicine," he explains. 
"We won. We no longer have to prove a point. Now, we must focus on 
becoming the best we can be." 
He has the same plan for his own future. "I want to learn more and 
do what I do better," he notes. "I'm learning everyday, right along with 
the students." 
Dr. Fogel and his wife, Pamela, live in Media, Pa. They have six 
children and three grandchildren. 
PCOM takes pride in honoring Dr. Robert M. Fogel's distinguished 
40-year career as physician and educator with the O.J. Snyder 
Memorial Medal. 
Robert M. Fogel, DO 
Class of 1958, Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine 
Selected Curriculum Vitae 
Profe.uional Activitiu 
Chairman and Professor, Department of Pathology and Laboratory 
Medicine, PCOM, 1993-present 
Chairman and Professor, Clinical Pathology, University of Medicine 
and Dentistry of New Jersey- School of Osteopathic Medicine, 1984-
1998 
Clinical Professor of Pathology and Acting Chairman, Oklahoma 
College of Osteopathic Medicine, 1975-1977 and 1981-1984 
Instructor in Pathology, Oklahoma University College of Medicine, 
1969-1984 
Director of Laboratories and Chief Pathologist, Oklahoma 
Osteopathic Hospital, 1965-1984 
President, American Osteopathic College of Pathologists, 1980 
Board of Governors, American Osteopathic College of Pathologists, 
1975-1981 
Fellow, American Osteopathic College of Pathologists 
Fell ow, American Society of Clinical Pathologists 
Fellow, College of American Pathologists 
Fellow, College of Physicians of Philadelphia 
Board certified, Anatomical and Clinical Pathology; and Forensic 
Pathology 
Board of Directors, American Cancer Society, Oklahoma Division, 
1978-1984 
AwardcJ 
"Doctor of the Year," Oklahoma Osteopathic Association, 1972 
"Outstanding Professor Award," Kansas City College of Osteopathic 
Medicine, 1972 
"Outstanding Clinical Professor Award," Oklahoma College of 
Osteopathic Medicine, 1977, 1986 
"Teacher of the Year Award," PCOM, 1994, 1995, 1996 
"Excellence in Teaching Award," University of Medicine and 
Dentistry of New Jersey- School of Osteopathic Medicine, 1984-85, 
1987-88, 1989-90, 1993-94, 1996-97 
"Distinguished Alumni Award," PCOM, 1997 
"Distinguished Service Award," American Osteopathic College of 
Pathologists, 1997 
Recipients of the 0. J. Snyder Memorial Medal 
The O.J. Snyder Memorial Medal, presented in memory of the 
co-founder of Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine, 
is awarded in recognition of leadership and service to the 
osteopathic profession and to the College. 
':' 1953 DavidS. B. Pennock, MD, DO ;;, 1977 A. Aline Swift, DO 
<:> 1954 Margaret H. Jones, DO 
<:> 1955 Chester D. Swope, DO 
<:> 1956 Russell C. McCaughan, DO 
':' 1958 Phil R. Russell, DO 
<:> 1959 Ira W. Drew, DO 
<:> 1960 C. Paul Snyder, DO 
<:> 1961 James M. Eaton, DO 
<:> 1962 J. Ernest Leu zinger, DO 
n 1963 H. Walter Evans, DO 
-::> 1964 Paul T. Lloyd, DO 
<:> 1966 Angus G. Cathie, DO 
;;, 1967 Carlton Street, DO 
1968 Edwin H Cressman, DO 
<:> 1969 Edgar 0. Holden, DO 
<:> 1970 Frederic H. Barth, 
BS, LLD (hon.) 
<:> 1971 Joseph F. Py, DO 
<:> 1972 George W Northup, DO 
<:> 1973 William F. Daiber, DO 
<:> 1974 Herman Kohn, DO 
':' 1975 WilliamS. Spaeth, DO 
<:> 1976 Mortimer J. Sullivan, DO 
<:> 1978 Foster C. True, DO 
<:> 1979 Frank E. Gruber, DO 
<:> 1980 Leo C. Wagner, DO 
<:> 1981 R. MacFarlane Tilley, DO 
1982 M. Carman Pettapiece, DO 
<:> 1983 George H. Guest, DO 
-::> 1984 Thomas M. Rowland, Jr., 
BS, LLD (hon.), DSc (hon.) 
1985 Galen S. Young, Sr., DO 
1986 David Heilig, DO 
<:> 1987 W. Kenneth Riland, DO 
1988 Richard S. Koch, DO 
1989 Ruth E. Purdy, DO 
1990 Morton E. Terry, DO 
1991 Arnold Gerber, DO 
1992 Emanuel Fliegelman, DO 
1993 Robert L. Meals, DO 
1994 Fairman L. Denlinger, DO 
1995 Lester Eisenberg, DO 
1996 Albert F. D'Alonzo, DO 
1997 Frieda 0. Vickers, DO 
1998 Robert M. Fogel, DO 
<:> Deceased 

